
Comparing and Contrasting-15%: Articulate the scientific assumptions associated with major philosophical worldviews (Positivism, Interpretivism, Objectivism, Constructionism, and Subjectivism)
Several features of philosophical thought invite comparison and contrast. Comparison and contrast are processes of identifying how ideas, people or things are alike (comparison) and how they are different (contrast).  This assignment involves moving beyond the simple description by thinking deeply about the items being compared, identifying meaningful relationships between them, and deciding what qualities are most significant. This process involves evaluating, analyzing and synthesizing your findings and presenting them in a meaningful, interesting and logical way. There are two general formats to compare and contrast papers: The block, divided, or whole-whole format and The alternating, integrated, or point-by point comparison. 
The block, divided, or whole-whole format evaluates one subject in its entirety and then the other subject in its entirety. This format can result in two separate papers, joined by an awkward transition. Nonetheless, following these tips can support in the development of a seamless and unified paper using the block format:
· Provide a clear introduction and thesis that not only spells out the major similarities and differences you will be discussing but that answers the question, “So what?”
· “Scatter” references to topics throughout the paper, where appropriate. 
· Link the sections with strong transitions that demonstrate the relationship between the subjects. 
· Conclude by summarizing and analyzing the findings, reminding the reader of the relationships you have noted between the subjects
The alternating, integrated, or point-by point comparison explores one point of similarity or difference about each subject, followed by a second point, and so on. Tips to support in the development of a seamless and unified paper using the point-by-point comparison include: 
· Provide a clear introduction and thesis that not only spells out the major similarities and differences you will be discussing but that answers the question, “So what?”
· To avoid creating an overestimated list, synthesize and organize the material in a logical way.
· Conclude the paper by summarizing and analyzing the findings, reminding the reader of the relationships you have noted between subjects. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each student will complete a scholarly paper comparing/contrasting the five philosophical schools of thought noted on the topical outline. The paper should not be more than 5 pages in length. 
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